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January 2022

We will celebrate Communion
on Sunday, February 6, 2022

10:30 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE
Join Zoom Meeting
Every week on Sun, until January 30, 2022
5 occurrence(s)
Please note we will continue to stream our
service of worship on Facebook and Zoom
(see below for Zoom info)
January 2, 2022
January 9, 2022
January 16, 2022
January 23, 2022
January 30, 2022

10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84002596132?
pwd=OGIwZTZ4R24zM1EyU29IQVRFeEhZUT09

Meeting ID: 840 0259 6132
Passcode: 390838
SESSION MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
JANUARY 20, 2022 At 7:00 P.M.
JANUARY NEWSLETTERS ARE
AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE

January 30, 2022
Congregational Meeting
Election of Officers and
voting on Pastoral
Terms of Call

PASTOR’S NOTES
Here We Go

A little over a month ago I read about work that the Barna Research Group had undertaken;
the subject was the increasing number of clergy who have considered leaving ministry, and those
who have actually departed from ministry, in the previous year. Between January and October
that number had grown to 38% of clergy considering, or having left ministry – an increase of nine
percent in only ten months. That is the “headline” of the study, and there are quite a few details
that provide deeper insights, such as age, gender, years of service, and denominational affiliation.
For instance, those who have been in ministry longer than twenty years, but in their current position for less than seven make up a full third of the thirty-eight percent who are considering leaving; pastors from mainline denominations are more likely to consider resigning, as are more females than males; and more pastors under the age of forty-five are considering leaving ministry
than those over forty-five.
I shared this information with the session in November, but also shared my reflections of
this report. My first reaction to the research is that sixty-two percent of clergy are not considering
leaving ministry, and after 18-plus months of pandemic I am still firmly in that group of sixty-two
percent. I could make a joke of staying and say that I don’t know how to do anything else, but
that humor would be at the expense of many of my colleagues who have left ministry with the
same skill-set I possess and share. For me, understanding that I have a supportive family, starting
with Brenda, and the on-going relationships with my colleagues, particularly the STM group, and
experiencing the support of this congregation is why I am a part of the sixty-two percent who are
not considering leaving ministry.
The staff, the session, the deacons, the committees, the volunteers; the energy that reverberates through Ridglea continues to amaze and challenge the what and how and where of ministry
for me, and I can hardly wait to experience what 2022 brings. Here we go!
Peace,

****************
On January 2nd we will celebrate Epiphany Sunday and will have “Star Words” available. This is
a spiritual/prayer practice that utilizes an intention or guiding word, for the coming year. If you
would like a star word but are unable to pick one out during the service, let us know and we will
help you with the process.
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Making contact...
Ridglea Presbyterian Church is a member of the Presbyterian Church (USA). It is governed by the Session, an
elected body composing of elders and pastors. Our committees, led by elders, oversee our ministries. If you
have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact us. Email: Clerk@RidgleaPres.org.
Our deacons oversee our ministries of care and compassion. Email: Deacons@RidgleaPres.org

Class of 2022
Delaine Godwin
Katrina Little
George Tischler
Reeve Van Nostrand

RPC SESSION

Class of 2023
Miriam Gallagher
Gayle Johnson
Nancy Staples
Nick Thoni

Class of 2024
Susan Everts
Marji Raunikar
Mike Strange
Dale Wagner

Clerk of Session: Karen Landon

Class of 2021
Jean Hadley
Ken Kibler

RPC TRUSTEES
Class of 2022
Chris Henderson

Class of 2023
Jim Godfrey

2021 RPC DEACONS

Lynne Payne - Moderator
Jane Johnson—Home Member Care Coordinator
Kit Van Nostrand—Home Member Care Coordinator
Ruth Ann Rinewalt—Hospital Care Coordinator
Dean Phillips – Hospital Care Coordinator
Jean Godfrey – Funeral Reception Coordinator

RPC FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Class of 2021
Thylis Chambless

Class of 2022
Micky Severson

Class of 2023
Will Stallworth

Class of 2024
Steve Staples

Designee
Shiryl Thompson Gillaspie

Staff
Roger Harwerth, Pastor
Patricia Taber, Office Manager
John Sauvey, Director of Music Ministries
Dale Bench, Organist
Kate Morrell, Youth and Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Thomas Rodriguez, Church Custodian

roger@ridgleapres.org
patricia@ridgleapres.org
john@ridgleapres.org
dalepipeorgan@sbcglobal.net
kate@ridgleapres.org

Church Office #817.732.3388
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The Board of Deacons wishes to encourage the congregation to send a note, a card, or make a phone call to a Home
Member to brighten their day, since visitors are not allowed at this time. For a Home Member’s contact information,
please call either Jane Johnson @ 817-307-9776 or Betsy Kibler @ 817-560-3141. Thank you for reaching out to
our Home Members!
RPC Board of Deacons
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Christmas Eve, December 24, 2021
What a beautiful service.

Wednesday mornings at 8:00 a.m.
Sanctuary

Please note that the City
of Fort Worth has begun
working on Valhalla
Street at the entrance to
our parking lot; entry and
exit may need to be from Wycliff
Street. Please be aware of the
placement of the cones.

Many of us know the blessings of having fellow
church members pray for us and others.
Prayer Request items are distributed to a list
maintained by PWR. Anyone who would like to
be added to this distribution list should call the
Church office.
Anyone who has a prayer request can send the
information to Ruth Ann Rinewalt at
r.rinewalt@att.net.

“Just Bring It” - November 2021
Last year our Christmas stockings were the favorite
gifts for the youth in the homes! Once again our PW
women are providing special treats as well as useful
items in stockings for individual children at PCHS.

Thank you to all
who helped the
December Just
Bring It a total
success by
providing
toiletries for the
Presbyterian Night Shelter and Westaid.

The Jam Sessions for January will be on Monday, the 10th and 24th in the
Sanctuary from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Lots of bluegrass, folk, Americana and
country music is shared with acoustic (unamplified) instruments.
Musicians of all skills are encouraged!
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Presbyterian Women
January, 2022
Circle members met together after bible study for a time of Christmas celebration.
Brown bag lunches, good conversation, lots of smiles and even a white elephant gift exchange.
It was good to be together again.
As we head into a new year, hear the words of Kathleen Keefer, our new Vice Moderator
of Presbyterian Women Churchwide. At her installation, she encouraged us all:
“We must listen to understand, not just to respond. We are Presbyterian Women.
We have along history of listening deeply to recognize problems in the world, then
create solutions and work together to improve lives. ”And she then quoted
Vilmarie Cintron-Olivieri, Co-Moderator of 223rd General Assembly”:
Presbyterian Women must be bold and bodacious.”
So we move forward in our study, “What my Grandmother’s Taught Me” as we
learn more about the women in Jesus’ geneology.
Circle News:
Circle One
Circle Two
Circle Three

January 11, 2022
January 11, 2022
January 5, 2022

Church
Church
Zoom

10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Save the Dates
April 22-23—PW Spring Retreat at RPC
May—PW Spring Workshops—Presbytery
May 14
First Presbyterian in Tyler
May 21
First Presbyterian in Belton
July 21—23 Synod Gathering of PW—St Charles Ave. Presbyterian in New Orleans
October 22— PW Fall Gathering—Presbytery at P.C.H.A.S. Itasca, Texas
Just Bring It January, 2022: New toddler board books and pre-school paperbacks for children
served by the Center for Transforming Lives. See list on page 10.




We Welcome
We Witness
We Work (and play!)

Putting faith in action is what we do!

BIBLE STUDY - MISSION - FELLOWSHIP
All Women, Always Welcomed
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Nominees for Elder

Mick Stuart
I am retired from the US Army after 22 years of service. I have been in thePolice and security field for 35 years. I became a
member of the Ridglea Presbyterian Church in 2007 where Renee and I were married. I have two children and 6
grandchildren. I'll be retiring at the end of January 2022. I'm deeply honored just to be nominated.
John Little
When Katrina and I joined the church over twenty years ago, I knew we had found a special place. I have been honored to
serve on Session and a number of committees, including Worship, Building & Equipment, and Congregational Care. The
many Outreach programs at RPC have been an outlet for a personal need to serve. RPC has a long history of serving God
by serving others. I am looking forward to continuing that tradition of service.
Durinda Walker
Glen and I joined John Knox Presbyterian in 1993 and I became very active serving as a wedding coordinator, Sunday
School Teacher for the first grade, bells and choir and I also during my time at John Knox became an Elder. Glen and I
joined Ridglea Presbyterian in the early part of 2019. I am very active in community activities. I belong to an organization
that contributes to Shriners Hospitals for children to be used for the medical care and rehabilitation of children. I also belong
to a Prayer Shaw Ministery that knits or crochets shaws {a wearable hug from God} crafted with love and special prayers for
the recipient from the maker.
Mary Fisher,
I have been a church member for 37 years and was ordained as an elder in 2001. I have been married to my husband, Andy,
for 49 years, and we raised 3 children, Becky, John, and Kevin in the church. They have blessed us with 6 grandsons. Being
a teacher has inspired me to work with the children at times during the summer. When our children were young, I worked in
the nursery later working with elementary children on Adventures Wednesdays, Later during the summers I took both the
middle school and senior high students to Mo Ranch. Even though I am a retired teacher, I still enjoying teaching and have
been a substitute teacher for the Eclectic Sunday School Class and teaching several lessons in both Circle 1 and Circle 3. I
enjoy reading, horseback riding, playing games with my group, learning to play 42, and playing tennis. I am looking forward
to serving my church again.
Nominees for Deacon
Jo VanOosterhout
I grew up in Okla. and attended the University of Oklahoma. I moved to Fort Worth in 1958 and joined RPC In the 60's. I
worked as a manager of a lady’s dress shop for 15 years. Retired in 1999 and started traveling. I have served as a Deacon
previously. I also was Circle 2 leader for several years.
Glenna Cleworth
I have been a member of RPC since 1985. My husband, Jim, and I were married at Ridglea in June of 1985. We have two
beautiful children. Martin and Allison have given us two precious grandchildren, Adrian and Aspen. Catherine has given us a
granddog, Mozzie. I have served as a Sunday school teacher and a deacon. I am also a member of Circle 3. I teach first
grade at Tanglewood Elementary, working with children continues to be my passion even after 38 years. I enjoy spending
time with my family, working in my yard, crafts, sewing and playing with my new puppy, Abe. I am looking forward to serving
at RPC!
Nominees for Trustee
Tom Sisolak was born and raised in Waukegan, Illinois. He graduated from Oklahoma State University in 1963 where he
was a member of the NCAA Championship golf team. After a six month stint in the US Army Reserve, he moved to Fort
Worth where he met and married his wife, Jane. The had one child, Mary Beth. He was employed at Shady Oaks C.C. as
Assistant Golf Professional for five years and for three years thereafter competed on the PGA Golf Tour. Tom and his wife,
Jane, joined RPC in 1977 where he has served on Session for twelve years. Tom has served on numerous committees
including B&E, Worship, Finance and Budget and Personnel.
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RPC Youth & Children’s News………
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Session Meeting Notes for December 16, 2021
• The Ridglea Presbyterian Church regular stated session meeting took place on Thursday,
December 16, 2021, in RPC Room 207. The Reverend Roger Harwerth moderated the
meeting. RPC Clerk Karen Landon took the minutes of the meeting. Also in attendance was
John Sauvey, Director of Music.
• The minutes of the November 18, 2021, stated session meeting and the November budgeted
financial statement were approved.
• The RPC Child and Youth Protection Policy and the List of RPC Sunday School Teachers
and Leaders were approved with no changes.
• The session is required to annually review the Roll of Active Members. No action was taken
on removing or deleting active members from the rolls during this period of ongoing pandemic.
• The annual review of insurance policies was completed by the Building & Equipment
Committee.
• Annual reviews with all RPC employees will be completed by the end of December. Pastoral
terms of call were also reviewed and changes to those terms will be recommended to the
congregation for review and vote at its annual meeting.
• The session approved the 2022 Budget.
• The next RPC stated session meeting will be Thursday, January 20, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. in the
church sanctuary.
• The annual meeting of the congregation will be January 30, 2022 following the 10:30 a.m.
worship service.
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Frank Everts

Marsha
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Service Session Work Group:
Primary task is to provide for the service of the
people of God, focusing on the external life of
the church.
1st Monday of the Month (as needed)
January 3 , 2022
Ministry Teams meetings

•

2nd Thursday week prior to
Session Meeting week
Ministry Team meeting
• Finance & Budget, Reeve Van Nostrand
(6:00 pm) (as needed)

Your Session Invites you to
Follow these simple steps:

1st Tuesday of the Month
January 4, 2022
Outreach Team: Focus on Mission

1. Find your passion
2. Find your Ministry Team
3. Identify your meeting night
4. Get Involved!

Miriam Gallagher, Chair (6:00 p.m.)

2nd Wednesday of the Month
January 12, 2022
• Commitment Focus on Guests
Katrina Little, Chair

(as needed)

Government Session Work
Group:

1st Tuesday of the Month
January 4, 2022
Ministry Team meeting at 10:00 a.m.
• Board of Deacons: Focus on Members

Primary task is to provide support &
resources for the church.

Betsy Kibler, Chair; Jane Johnson (as needed)

1st Wednesday of the month
January 5, 2022
•Worship Team: Delaine Godwin , Chair

2nd Wednesday of the Month
January 12, 2022

(as needed)

Ministry Teams meeting

Worship & Nurture Work Group:

• Building & Equipment (as needed)

Primary task is to provide for the service of the
people of God, focusing on the internal life of
the church.
2nd Tuesday of the Month
January 11, 2022
Ministry Teams meeting

George Tischler & John Godwin,
Co-Chairs
Personnel (as needed)
Nick Thoni, Chair and Julie Ritz

• Christian Education: Julie Ritz, Chair
(6:15 pm)
• Fellowship Team: Gayle Johnson, Chair; Butch
Saxton, Vice Chair (as needed)
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•

• Clerk of Session
Karen Landon
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RIDGLEA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
5000 SOUTHWEST BOULEVARD
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76116

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

January 2022 Birthdays

The next
newsletter
deadline
will be
January 20, 2022
at noon.

