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ΧΡΡΡ 3ÏÕÔÈ×ÅÓÔ "ÏÕÌÅÖÁÒÄȟ &ÏÒÔ 7ÏÒÔÈȟ 4ÅØÁÓ  ΩΨΣΣΨ  ×ɉΪΣΩɊ ΩΥΤ-ΥΥΪΪ 

×××Ȣ ȢÏÒÇ 
October, 2023 

Join Zoom Meeting             (US and Canada) 
Topic: Ridglea Worship Service 
Time: 10:30 AM Central Time  
Every week on Sun, until Jul 21, 2024 
60 occurrence(s) 
     
October    1         10:30 a.m. 
October    8         10:30 a.m. 
October  15         10:30 a.m. 
October  22         10:30 a.m. 
October  29         10:30 a.m. 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 875 7535 3065 
Passcode: 818178         

OCTOBER  NEWSLETTERS 
 ARE AVAILABLE  IN THE CHURCH OFFICE 

 
 
 
 

 
 

We will celebrate the  
sacrament of Communion on  
Sunday, October 1, 2023 

 SESSION MEETING  
WILL BE HELD ON 

 OCTOBER 19, 2023 At 7:00 P.M. 

 ECLECTIC CAF£  
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

The Eclectic Caf® Sunday School  
Zoom code is 661 636 9082.   
No password required;  Attendees will be  
admitted from the waiting room.  

Lesson:   The EC is studying the book by  
Kathleen Norris entitled ñAmazing Grace: A  
Vocabulary of Faithñ.   The class selected the 
words they were most interested in discussing 
out of the 62 words the author has written.  

Mission/Vision statement 
 

Following our Saviorôs example, 
Ridglea Presbyterian Church 

strives to perform 
acts of compassion 
and inclusivity 
in our daily lives 

while seeking to grow 
in spirit and hope. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87575353065?pwd=Mm9nK25Hc1BhOVArRFgwMG01YUhBZz09
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  PASTORôS NOTES 
 

Telling the Truth 
 

  
  
 On their first visit,  they all sat  on  the back pew.   The pastor spotted them during the first

  hymn: Mom and Dad, and four children, from toddler to maybe fourth grade.   Oops,  wait, 
there was child number five, in a baby carrier.  They visited again, a few weeks later, and Josh, the dad, 
asked if he could stop by and visit the pastor, which was easy to  
arrange. 

There was a bit of small talk in the pastorôs office, before Josh began to talk about his  
background and appreciation of reformed theology, and he and his wifeôs participation in an OPC  
congregation  for the last handful of years (thatôs the Orthodox Presbyterian Church), which worshipped 
about forty-five minutes down the road, and that they ï Josh and his wife ï were hoping to find a  
Presbyterian congregation closer to home, since getting five kids wrangled and organized was  
becoming a bit much;  they were hoping that First Presbyterian had a good foundation with Calvinist 
theology.  Josh added that there were three other families who were commuting to the OPC  
congregation down the road, and all of them were looking for a change, mostly because the OPC  
congregation had a fifty-something pastor that would probably stay for another fifteen years, and Josh 
and the other parents werenôt too sure if that pastor had enough energy or really even enough  
understanding of Calvinist, reformed theology.  With a small pause for emphasis Josh remarked that 
altogether, he and these other families represented eight adults and at least twenty children; ñat least 
twentyò because some of the wives were still having babies.  So pastor, Josh asked, how does First 
Presbyterian exhibit, and live out Calvinist, reformed theology?? 

As Josh was asking about reformed theology, the pastorôs mind was racing and skittering wildly 
ï four families and twenty-plus children ï is this a dream?  What reformed, Calvinist buzz-words could 
the pastor remember to get these families to stop commuting forty-five minutes and show up here every 
week? Irresistible grace, limited atonement, unconditional election, thatôs a good start; Orthodox  
Presbyterian Church, they splintered off the southern stream in the 1920ôs, or was it the north in the 
1850ôs?  The pastorôs mind is racing around this windfall opportunity: four families!! Twenty children!!  
Silently, the pastor prays, ñhelp me, God, to speak truth.ò  So, the pastor leans in to truth. 

The pastor asks if Josh might have noticed, near the entrance, the photos of people who had 
gone into ministry from the congregation? There were seven so far, a couple of them had been foreign 
missionary workers ï had Josh seen those pictures?  Two are young women, well, almost middle-aged 
now, each serving congregations a couple of states away.  And, this past Sunday, the pastor noticed 
that Josh and his spouse were visiting with the couple in front of them, but did Josh know that the  
woman was currently on the session and was the chairperson for the stewardship committee?  The 
pastor said a few more things about the importance of reformed theology, about bringing some of the 
strengths of John Calvinôs 16

th
 Century theology into the new millennium while also realizing that the 

representative nature of the PC(USA) ï one of those Calvinist strengths ï meant that the Holy Spirit 
continues to challenge Presbyterians to celebrate all the gifts of ministry and leadership with which God 
blesses women and men. 

The pastor was letting Josh know, gently, subtly, honestly, that the congregation, and the pastor, 
was part of a long, biblical, reformed, albeit bumpy tradition of women sharing in leadership and  
discipleship; if Josh and the families of which he spoke would like to be a part of such a community, 
they would be welcomed and loved and affirmed.  The pastor had barely paused when Josh said, uh, 
thanks for the time, Iôm sure you are busy, and well, I need to go now; smiles, handshakes, and the 
pastor said that the conversation had been a real treat, and drive safe and say hello to the spouse, etc. 

The door was still closing when the pastor sighed.  People would ask about the family with five 
children, and would they be back?  Children, parents, potential, and it was all so close, so exciting.  
Three nights later, at the session meeting, the pastor talked about the conversation with Josh.  The 
pastor might flub a quiz on John Calvin, and might forget that the OPC began in the 1920ôs, but also 
knew that the truth was the best defense for temptation.  The session agreed.  
 

      Peace,  
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3ÔÁǟ 
 

        
    2ÏÇÅÒ (ÁÒ×ÅÒÔÈȟ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ     ÒÏÇÅÒΆÒÉÄÇÌÅÁÐÒÅÓȢÏÒÇ      
    0ÁÔÒÉÃÉÁ 4ÁÂÅÒȟ /ǣÃÅ -ÁÎÁÇÅÒ    ÐÁÔÒÉÃÉÁΆÒÉÄÇÌÅÁÐÒÅÓȢÏÒÇ 
    *ÏÈÎ 3ÁÕÖÅÙȟ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ -ÕÓÉÃ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ   ÊÏÈÎΆÒÉÄÇÌÅÁÐÒÅÓȢÏÒÇ  
    $ÁÌÅ "ÅÎÃÈȟ /ÒÇÁÎÉÓÔ      ÄÁÌÅÐÉÐÅÏÒÇÁÎΆÓÂÃÇÌÏÂÁÌȢÎÅÔ  
    %ÍÉÌÙ %ÖÅÒÔÓȟ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÎÄ 9ÏÕÔÈ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ #ÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒ ÅÍÉÌÙΆÒÉÄÇÌÅÁÐÒÅÓȢÏÒÇ 
          

 
#ÈÕÒÃÈ /ǣÃÅ ΥήΧέȢέΩΨȢΩΩήή  

Making contact...  
 

2ÉÄÇÌÅÁ 0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÉÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÓ Á ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÉÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ɉ53!ɊȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÓÓÉÏÎȟ ÁÎ 
ÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÂÏÄÙ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÅÌÄÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÓÔÏÒÓȢ  /ÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅÓȟ ÌÅÄ ÂÙ ÅÌÄÅÒÓȟ ÏÖÅÒÓÅÅ ÏÕÒ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ 
ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎÙ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÒ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÓȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÅÓÉÔÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÕÓȢ %ÍÁÉÌȡ  #ÌÅÒËͽ2ÉÄÇÌÅÁ0ÒÅÓȢÏÒÇȢ 
/ÕÒ ÄÅÁÃÏÎÓ ÏÖÅÒÓÅÅ ÏÕÒ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÃÁÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÐÁÓÓÉÏÎȢ  %ÍÁÉÌȡ  $ÅÁÃÏÎÓͽ2ÉÄÇÌÅÁ0ÒÅÓȢÏÒÇ 

RPC TRUSTEES 
   

Class of 2023  Class of 2024  Class of 2025 
Jim Godfrey  Tom Sisolak 
   

RPC FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  Class of 2023   Class of 2024    Class of 2025 Class of 2026  Designee 
 Will Stallworth   Steve Staples     Ken Kibler  Gordon Ramsey Shiryl Thompson Gillaspie 

2022-2023 RPC DEACONS 
Lynne Payne  - Moderator 

Kit Van NostrandðHome Member Care Coordinator 
Ruth Ann RinewaltðHospital Care Coordinator 
Dean Phillips ï Hospital Care Coordinator 
Jean Godfrey ï Funeral Reception Coordinator 

Jo VanOosterhout 
Glenna Cleworth 

RPC SESSION 
Class of 2024  Class of 2025  Class of 2026 
Susan Everts  Mary Fisher  Beth Duncan 
Jean Hadley  John Little  Shiryl Gillaspie 
Marji Raunikar Mick Stuart  George Tischler 
Mary Beth Wagner Durinda Walker Reeve Van Nostrand 
 

Clerk of Session: Karen Landon 
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  A Big Just Bring It Hug 

When I delivered uniforms  

donated by our congregation to 

Luella Merrett Elementary 

School, I received not only a 

thank you but a BIG HUG from 

the school counselor! 

Ridglea Presbyterian congre-

gants donated 81 pants, shorts, 

jumpers, 2 sweaters, 139 shirts, 

1 package of boxers, and 260 

pairs of socks! 

I want to send that BIG HUG to 

our congregation and thank you 

all for supporting Luella Merrett  

Elementary School and for  

faithfully supporting Just Bring It! 

 

Marji Raunikar 
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