RIDGLEA PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH

www.RIDGLEAPRES.org

5000 Southwest Boulevard, Fort Worth, Texas 76116 %*(817) 732-3388

JANUARY, 2026

(US and Canada)
Topic: Ridglea Worship Service
Time: 10:30 AM Central Time

January 4,2026 10:30 a.m. Communion
January 11,2026 10:30 a.m.

January 18,2026 10:30 a.m. Fellowship Luncheon
January 25,2026 10:30 a.m.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/944126403067
pwd=0OAMaaNCwbNJAblaNNOCKrv7C89WxKXx.1

Meeting ID: 944 1264 0306
Passcode: 380490

Eclectic Cafe Zoom meeting ID:

915 2396 5224
Password is Eclectic.

January 4, 2026
Johanna Jones will talk about Epiphany

January 11, 2026
Lynne Payne will lead on Prayer

Look forward to seeing everyone!
All are welcome!

JANUARY NEWSLETTERS
I ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE

SESSION MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
JANUARY 15,2026 at 7:00 P.M.

We will celebrate the
sacrament of Communion
Sunday morning,
January 4, 2026

"THE GATHERING"

The Gathering, our
multigenerational Sunday
school class, led by Paul
Duncan, will be an ongoing
study of Psalms.

All are welcome to attend!

Mission/Vision statement
Following our Savior's example,
Ridglea Presbyterian Church
strives to perform
acts of compassion
and inclusivity
in our daily lives
while seeking to grow
in spirit and hope.



https://zoom.us/j/94412640306?pwd=OAMaaNCwbNJAbIaNN0CKrv7C89WxKx.1
https://zoom.us/j/94412640306?pwd=OAMaaNCwbNJAbIaNN0CKrv7C89WxKx.1

Old Enough, Bold Enough

B It came across the screen, lingered a moment, then disappeared, as most
“f.% memes are meant to do. The new year was nearly here, and the meme was
yet another reminder of time’s arrow: “We are closer to the year 2051 than
=we are to 1976.”
Some of us are old enough to remember 1976, when the experiences and
lessons from Vietnam were still raw, when the resignation and pardon of a
president was still controversial, and the Presbyterian Church was still
“ divided by North and South, more than a century after the Civil War; reunion
would happen, finally, in 1983.

In 1976, thirty-six people served as elders on the session of Westport Presbyterian
Church, and our pastor encouraged the inclusion of students on the session. Older brother
Randy had been one of the first high schoolers to be ordained as an elder a few years
earlier; in 1976 Westport Presbyterian ordained me, and a few years later our sister Lori
was ordained.

Some of us are bold enough to consider 2051, with high hopes and a modicum of
apprehension, both within and beyond the bounds of church life. How might Artificial
Intelligence (A.l.) impact worship, evangelism, stewardship, and connectional ministry?
How might climate change impact agriculture, global and national markets, and both human
and animal migrations?

In 2051 the leadership of Ridglea Presbyterian will be composed of people whom we
already know, and people whom we have not yet met, with gifts and talents, hopes and
heartaches beyond today’s imagination. Thanks be to God for all these saints!

This past November was the conclusion of serving on Grace Presbytery’s
Congregational Development Committee (CDC), the last two of which as co-moderator.
The presbytery is re-organizing its committee and leadership structure, and the CDC is
being re-sized and its tasks merged into this new structure, which meant the opportunity to
allow others the joy of leadership and service. Even as that service was ending, a small
task force was being formed to plan and orchestrate the visit of the Stated Clerk of the
Presbyterian Church (USA), who is coming to Fort Worth March 22-24, 2026, so that will
occupy a burst of energy for the first quarter of the calendar; stayed tuned for more
information on this rare opportunity.

This past October a colleague asked me to carve a small
animal figure for their study / craft space, which resulted in this
“hopeful polar bear,” hand-carved from white alabaster. Only the
second time something so diminutive had been attempted (about
2.5” tall and 3” long), it filled a couple of autumn Saturdays, and
was the first time being commissioned for art. And fun, too!

Peace,
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Making contact...

Ridglea Presbyterian Church is a member of the Presbyterian Church (USA). It is governed by the Session, an
elected body composing of elders and pastors. Our committees, led by elders, oversee our ministries. If you
have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact us. Email: Clerk@RidgleaPres.org.

Our deacons oversee our ministries of care and compassion. Email: Deacons@RidgleaPres.org

RPC SESSION
Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Beth Duncan Paul Morrison Mark Gottschalk
Shiryl Gillaspie Marji Raunikar Ryan Keating
George Tischler Mary Beth Sisolak-Wagner Jody Maas
Reeve Van Nostrand Becky Williamson Marsha West
Clerk of Session: Karen Landon

RPC TRUSTEES
Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Reeve Van Nostrand ~ Paul Morrison Jim Godfrey

2025-2026 RPC DEACONS
Lynne Payne - Moderator
Kit Van Nostrand—Home Member Care Coordinator
Jean Godfrey — Funeral Reception Coordinator

Glenna Cleworth
Jane Johnson
Diane Keller

Jo VanOosterhout

RPC FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028 Designee
Ken Kibler Gordon Ramsey Nancy Staples ~ Walter Dueease ~ Shiryl Thompson Gillaspie

L-R Pastor Roger Harwerth, Becky Wiliamson, Ryan Keating,
Marsha West, Marji Raunikar, Clerk of Session Karen Landon, Shiryl
Gillaspie, Paul Morrison, Mary Beth Wagner, Beth Duncan, George
Tischler, Reeve Van Nostrand, Jody Maas, Mark Gottschalk.
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RPC HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES ENJOYED BY ALL DURING THISSEASON OF
CELEBRATING JOY AND THANKSGIVING.
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RPC 2025
COOKIE EXCHANGE
DECEMBER 14

Thanks to the Fellowship Committee for the excellent job of
organizing the Cookie Exchange we all enjoyed last
Sunday. The Fellowship Co. even gave us containers to use
to take home our treasures! Such fun and oh my, such good
eating!! This was held after the Christmas Cantata with the
harp (which we don't touch) was beautiful. Thank you John
Sauvey, and all.




Circle Meeting Times:

® Circle 1: January 13" at Church (Fish Classroom) 10:30 a.m.
° ° Circle 2: January 13" at Church (Eclectic Classroom) 10:30 a.m.
A N

Circle 3: January 6" at Church (Eclectic Classroom) 6:30 p.m.

Just Bring It —January 2026: We will be collecting food items for
the New Birth Fellowship Church food pantry on Camp Bowie.
PRE@%‘KFAE%IAN More information coming soon. PWR continues to collect items for
WestAid and Quail Trail Apartments on an ongoing basis: toiletry
items (shampoo, soap, deodorant, wet wipes, etc.), sanitary
products, and pet food. Place items in labeled box by office. We also continue
collecting Quarters for WestAid Food Pantry on the second Sunday of each month.

Looking Ahead:

January 27": General Meeting — 10:30 a.m. Program: Physical Therapist Amanda
Strong will discuss PT for seniors and physical challenges they face. Refreshments
will be provided by Circle 2 members.

February 24'": General Meeting — 10:30 a.m. Program: Keep Fort Worth Beautiful by
City of Fort Worth Environmental Services. Refreshments will be provided by Circle 3.
March 6-7, 2026: RPC PWR Annual Women’s Retreat — Join us for fun, fellowship,
learning, and worship at Moss Lake, near Gainesville. More information to come soon!
June 5-7 2026 Mo Ranch Women s Conference — Mark your calendar!




RPC Women’s Retreat

March 6-7, 2026

Thewme: Life Abundant in Christ
John 10:10

Guest Speaker: Rev. Katie Cummings,
| Associate Executive Presbyter,
Grace Presbytery

Location: Private Lake House,
Gainesville, TX 76240
Carpooling to the lake

from the church.

Cost:
(Includes supplies, meals, crafts)
$50 Saturday Only
$70 Friday & Saturday

' (Overnight accommodations available)

Information & Registration Meeting
Sunday, January 25, 2025
Registration Deadline: February 21st
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See details and register on Realm

for these upcoming events:

Event: Date: Register By: Information:
Fellowship Sunday Wednesday, Annual Chili
Luncheon January January 14, Cookoff
18, 2026 2026

Mark your calendars for events coming soon:
(We’'ll let you know when registration opens on Realm)

fellowship
LUNCH

Event: Date:

Dinner/Lunch With Friends February 7, 2026

Fellowship Luncheon February 15, 2026
Theme: Valentine’s Day

Fellowship Luncheon March 15, 2026

Easter Sunday April 5, 2026

Light breakfast before
worship

Fellowship Luncheon April 19, 2026
Church Picnic

COME JOIN US!

Dinner or Lunch With Friends

The Fellowship Committee is bringing some changes to Dinner (or Lunch) with
Friends. For 2026, we will coordinate Dinner (or Lunch) with Friends once per
quarter, on the following dates:

Saturday, February 7, 2026
Saturday, May 2, 2026
Saturday, August 1, 2026
Saturday, November 7, 2026

Please remember, if you attended or hosted, send pictures to the
church office for the Newsletter.




This QR code (for phone apps)
will direct people to our Realm
portal for online giving; a Realm
account will need to be created,
though it is very simple to do.

+) | Many of us know the blessings of
Bl e;\ having fellow church members pray
Reauest: for us and others. Prayer Request

items are distributed to a |list
maintained by PWR. Anyone who would like
to be added to this distribution list should call
the Church office. Anyone who has a prayer
request can send the information to Ruth Ann
Rinewalt at r.rinewalt@att.net.

Are you interested in membership at
Ridglea Presbyterian Church?
Contact Pastor Roger for all the deets and FAQ's.

We need ushers, communion servers,
=98 and liturgists for Sundays during the to call
28 2026year of worship. Please volunteer
BN to help with the Sunday morning

worship service. Also, if you signed up

for a particular Sunday and something

please contact Shiryl Thompson Gillaspie at 817-266

-4171 in order to fill those positions.

Sign up https://www.signhupgenius.com/

for you

heme
RIDGLEA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

comes up,

go0/30e0d49a4ae2ea3f85-ushers1

Remember Our

Home Members %9

Wednesday mornings
8:30 a.m.
Central Market— Upstairs

The men’s prayer breakfast has

On the first and second Sunday of each month, been a vital part of Ridglea’s
beautiful note cards will be available for RPC mission and ministry for
members to send to our “Home” members. :

Following worship service, these cards will be in decades. We enjoy a hearty
white baskets in the Narthex on a first come breakfast and pray for people
basis. and events around the world.

SECOND SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH
LUJ) estAid

The RPC Women are collecting
quarters in the Narthex after
service every second Sunday of
the month to assist Westaid.

¥ The Jam Sessions are held on

the 2nd and 4th Monday in the

' Sanctuary from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Lots of bluegrass, folk, Americana and

country music is shared with acoustic

unamplified) Instruments. Musicians of
all skills are encouraged!

9


https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0

The 2026 Flower

Calendar is posted in the
Narthex if you wish to
celebrate, honor or
remember a  special
person, date or occasion,
Please sign up as the

Roger Harwerth, Pastor roger@ridgleapres.org
Patricia Taber, Office Manager patricia@ridgleapres.org
John Sauvey, Director of Music Ministries john@ridgleapres.org

Dr. Maritza Caceres, Organist

Caroline Maas, Pianist

Emily Everts, Children and Youth
Ministries Coordinator

mcacereshb@gmail.com
carolineamaas@gmail.com

emily@ridgleapres.org

Church Office #817.732.3388

spaces fill up pretty
quickly.
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PARKING - We are using
the grass field behind the
basketball goal for overflow
parking when our main lot
fills to capacity. Feel free to
park there, but if you see
the front row becoming near
full, please leave the end
spots open so others may
pull in and start a second
row in the grass. Thanks!

Mathew 25 Action Team

The next Matthew 25 Action Team Book
.5 | Club is Tuesday, January 27, 2026. The book
is THIS IS HOW IT ALWAYS IS by Laurie
Frankel. Sue Guthrie will lead the discussion.
You are encouraged to attend even if you
haven't finished or even started to read this
book. It's fictional story about how a family
deals with a trans child. This may not be a
subject many of us are familiar with or are
comfortable with, but it's an important read.
Please join us at 6 pm for supper with the book discussion at 6:30. We
finish at 8 pm.

Matthew 25 Bible Study

%

Room In The Inn (RITI)—We'll provide supper and conversation with
folks who have no home at Ridglea Christian Church on January 9.
Arrive by 5:15 if you're bringing part of the meal and 5:30 for everyone
else. Eleven RPC members attended in August when we last helped.
Hope we can make it more than that for January. This will be a chili
supper with sides. Please contact Marji Raunikar to say you are coming.
Her email is marjiraunikar@gmial.com

We will do this again in February on Friday the 6". Mark your
calendars and watch for announcements.

Food distribution at Quail Trail is Friday, January 16" at 9:00. Please
let Lynne Payne know if you can help. Lpayne4621@yahoo.com

All are welcome to take part in any of these activities.

“When you do it unto the least of these my brothers, you do it unto me.”
Matthew 25:40.

Marsha West




YOUR SESSION INVITES YOU TO
FOLLOW THESE SIMPLE STEPS:
1. FIND YOUR PASSION
2. FIND YOUR TEAM/COMMITTEE
3. IDENTIFY YOUR MEETING NIGHT
4. GET INVOLVED!

2nd Sunday of the Month
January 11,2026  11:45 a.m.
Board of Deacons: Focus on Members
Lynne Payne, Moderator

2nd Tuesday of the Month
January 13, 2026 6:15 p.m.

Christian Education: Focus on Learning and Growing

Mary Beth Wagner, Chair

1st Tuesday of the Month
January 6, 2026 7:00 p.m. & Zoom
Fellowship Team:
Focus on Social Gatherings
Beth Duncan, Chair

1st Wednesday of the Month
January 7, 2026 5:30 p.m.
Worship Team:
Focus on Sunday & Special Services
Shiryl Gillaspie Thompson, Chair

1st Thursday of the Month
January 1,2026 6:00 p.m.
Personnel: Focus on Staff Support
Paul Morrison, Chair

2nd Tuesday of the Month
January 13, 2026 6:00 p.m.

Outreach Team: Focus on Mission
Mariji Raunikar, Chair

AV Team
Contact: Nancy Staples

Nominations Committee
Contact: Mary Beth Wagner
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2nd Wednesday of the Month
January 14, 2026 6:30 p.m.
Building and Equipment
Focus on Physical Structures
George Tischler, Chair

2nd Wednesday of the Month
January 14, 2026 5:30 p.m.
Commitment Team: Focus on Guests
Marsha West, Chair

2nd Thursday
(week prior to Session Meeting)
6:00 p.m. - Zoom
Finance & Budget: Focus on Stewardship
Reeve Van Nostrand, Chair

3rd Thursday of the Month
January 16, 2026
7:00 p.m.—RPC Sanctuary & Zoom
Session Meeting
Pastor Roger Harwerth, Moderator

Clerk of Session
Karen Landon




Adrian Fuller 1 1
Joy Key 1 2
Michael Bo Birdwell 1 4
Karen O'Dell 1 7
Nancy Marchant 1 12
Betsy Kibler 1 18
Marsha West 1 21
Jared Welch 1 21
Ron Launder 1 22
Carolyn Chance 1 25
Charletta G Long 1 28
Rita Margarida Ferreira 1 28
Reagan Henderson 1 31

The next
newsletter
deadline

will be
January 16, 2026
at noon.
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