
  

  

 RIDGLEA PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  

5000 Southwest Boulevard, Fort Worth, Texas  76116  ❖(817) 732-3388 

www. .org FEBRUARY, 2026 

                     Due to technical difficulties,  
                       we will no longer live stream  
            our 10:30 a.m. Sunday services on the  
        Zoom platform, effective February 1, 2026.   
    These services will still be available through the 
       Ridglea Presbyterian Church Facebook page,  
               and will be archived there.  
 
February  1, 2026     10:30 a.m.  Communion 
February  8, 2026     10:30 a.m.   Congregational Meeting 
February 15, 2026    10:30 a.m.  Fellowship Luncheon 
February 18, 2026      6:00 p.m.  Ash Wednesday Service 
               Soup Dinner provided 
               and celebration of the 
        Sacrament of Communion 
February 22, 2026    10:30 a.m.   Prayer Bear Dedication 

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTERS 
 ARE AVAILABLE  IN THE CHURCH OFFICE 

 

 
 

We will celebrate the  
sacrament of Communion  

Sunday morning,  
February 1, 2026 

 SESSION MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 
 FEBRUARY 19, 2026  at  7:00 P.M. 

Eclectic Café Zoom meeting ID: 

                            915 2396 5224 
                     Password is Eclectic.  
February 1 -  Marsha West began a study of the book:  
BEING PRESBYTERIAN IN A DYSVANGELICAL AMERICA, 
A Guide to Reclaiming the Good News of God’s Grace written 
by Ted V. Foote, Jr. and Alex Thornburg. Come learn what the 
word “dysvanglelical” means for those of us in the reformed 
tradition. This will be at least a ten-week study.  
February 8 -  we’ll look at Chapter 2, The Bible is Authoritative, 
Not Literal.  
February 15 & 22 - Chapter 2, Faith & Salvation Are Gifts, Not 
Transactions—Lynne 
March 1- Bible Study, Lenten Emphasis—Judy     

Look forward to seeing everyone! All are welcome! 
Mission/Vision statement 

Following our Savior’s example, 
Ridglea Presbyterian Church 

strives to perform 
acts of compassion 

and inclusivity 
in our daily lives 

while seeking to grow 
in spirit and hope. 

"THE GATHERING" 
 
The Gathering, our  
multigenerational Sunday 
school class, led by Paul 
Duncan, will be an ongoing 
study of Psalms.  
 
All are welcome to attend!  
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Quadragesima 
 
         Are any of us ready for the season to Lent?  This annual opportunity for  
reflection and renewal is approaching in the middle of the month, and  
continues through March – those forty days between Ash Wednesday and 
Easter, not including Sundays.  Pretty much every time we talk about Lent, we 
add “not including Sundays.”  Ever wonder about that? 
 Before any other Christian celebration – before Christmas, or  

Transfiguration, or All Saints, or Epiphany, or anything else that Christianity might recognize 
with a special occasion, there was Easter.  Throughout the first century and more of the 
early Church, weekly Sabbath gatherings were focused on the significance of Easter, the 
assurance of resurrection.  Over decades and across a diverse and diversifying ministry, 
what is now called Holy Week, then Epiphany, and Pentecost, and Christmas were  
recognized and celebrated (many of them “borrowed” from local customs then adapted and 
“churchified”).  Eventually there came to be a multi-week emphasis on contrition and  
confession, although it was infrequently associated with Easter, until the fourth and fifth 
centuries.  Originally called Quadragesima (Latin for “forty days”), as this multi-week period 
of reflection became more closely aligned as a pre-Easter fast, its association with  
springtime slowly prompted the switch to the Anglo-Saxon word for spring, Lencten.   
However, during those centuries of growth and adaptation, the Easter/resurrection/Sabbath 
connection continued its prominence, leading to our now-centuries-old recognition that the 
season of Lent begins forty days before Easter, not including Sundays, which is why Lent 
begins on a Wednesday. 
 As we have done for a number of years, we will begin the season of Lent with a  
Service of Worship, which will include a soup supper (provided by session members) and 
the celebration of the Sacrament of Communion.  This Ash Wednesday Service will be at 6 
p.m. on February 18

th
. 

 Also beginning on February 18
th
 will be our Lenten Study Series, each Wednesday at 

noon.  We will be using Lent in Plain Sight by Jill Duffield, a devotional which utilizes ten 
“everyday” objects, such as shoes, stones, and bread.  More information about the book will 
be in the weekly e-news.  And in case you didn’t know, we also host “chair yoga” on 
Wednesdays at 1 p.m., so folks can come at noon to stretch their faith, and then at 1, gently 
stretch their bodies! 
 Social shifts of the last couple of decades keep pushing toward division more than 
connection, and keep pushing toward taking more than receiving.  Each year, each month, 
each week it seems as if these divisive tactics are becoming more and more frantic. These 
frantic tendencies put strains on long-standing traditions of honoring our differences and 
holding value in our diversity.  In such times, the Church provides a place to hold and  
celebrate open and affirming traditions, and the season of Lent is one such time. 
 Whether or not your schedule permits being with us for our weekly study series, we 
hope you find opportunities to reflect, connect, and renew during this Lenten season, as we 
strive to model our discipleship in an often-contentious world. 
 
                                          Peace, 
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Making contact... 
 

Ridglea Presbyterian Church is a member of the Presbyterian Church (USA). It is governed by the Session, an 
elected body composing of elders and pastors.  Our committees, led by elders, oversee our ministries. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact us. Email:  Clerk@RidgleaPres.org. 
Our deacons oversee our ministries of care and compassion.  Email:  Deacons@RidgleaPres.org 

RPC TRUSTEES 
   

Class of 2026      Class of 2027     Class of 2028 
Reeve Van Nostrand     Paul Morrison     Jim Godfrey 
   

RPC FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

   Class of 2025 Class of 2026  Class of 2027       Class of 2028  Designee 
    Ken Kibler  Gordon Ramsey Nancy Staples       Walter Dueease     Shiryl Thompson Gillaspie 

2025-2026 RPC DEACONS 
Lynne Payne  - Moderator 

Kit Van Nostrand—Home Member Care Coordinator 
Jean Godfrey – Funeral Reception Coordinator 

Glenna Cleworth 
Jane Johnson 
Diane Keller 

Jo VanOosterhout 

           RPC SESSION 
Class of 2026   Class of 2027   Class of 2028 
Beth Duncan   Paul Morrison   Mark Gottschalk 
Shiryl Gillaspie  Marji Raunikar  Ryan Keating 
George Tischler  Mary Beth Sisolak-Wagner Jody Maas 
Reeve Van Nostrand  Becky Williamson  Marsha West 
 

Clerk of Session: Karen Landon 
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HAPPY FEBRUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 
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RPC Session 
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  The Jam Sessions are held on 
the  2nd and 4th Monday in the  
Sanctuary from  6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Lots of bluegrass, folk, Americana and 
country music is shared with acoustic   
unamplified) Instruments. Musicians of 
all skills are encouraged!  

 
 
 

Wednesday mornings  
 8:30 a.m. 

Central Market– Upstairs 
 

The men’s prayer breakfast has 
been a vital part of Ridglea’s 
mission and ministry for  
decades.  We enjoy a hearty 
breakfast and pray for people 
and events around the world.   

This QR code (for phone apps) 
will direct people to our Realm 
portal for online giving; a Realm 
account will need to be created, 
though it is very simple to do.  
 

We  need  ushers,   communion  servers,   
and   liturgists  for Sundays  during the 
2026year of worship.   Please volunteer 
to  help with  the Sunday morning   
worship service.   Also, if you signed up 

for a particular Sunday  and something comes up,  
please contact Shiryl Thompson Gillaspie at 817-266
-4171 in order to fill those positions.   
Sign up  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0d49a4ae2ea3f85-ushers1  

Many of us know the blessings of  
having fellow church members pray 
for us and others.  Prayer Request 
items are distributed to a list  

maintained by PWR.  Anyone who would like 
to be added to this distribution list should call 
the Church office.  Anyone who has a prayer 
request can send the information to Ruth Ann 
Rinewalt at   r.rinewalt@att.net. 

https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
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The 2026 Flower  
Calendar is posted in the 

Narthex if you wish to 

celebrate, honor or  

remember a special  

person, date or occasion, 

Please sign up as the 

spaces fill up pretty 

quickly. 

 
 
 

 
 
PARKING - We are using the 
grass field behind the  
basketball goal for overflow 
parking when our main lot fills 
to capacity. Feel free to park 
there, but if you see the front 
row becoming near full, please 
leave the end spots open so 
others may pull in and start a 
second row in the grass. 
Thanks! 

Staff 
 

        
    Roger Harwerth, Pastor                roger@ridgleapres.org      
    Patricia Taber, Office Manager           patricia@ridgleapres.org 
    John Sauvey, Director of Music Ministries                 john@ridgleapres.org  
    Dr. Maritza Caceres, Organist                                 mcacereshb@gmail.com 
    Caroline Maas, Pianist                         carolineamaas@gmail.com 
    Emily Everts, Children and Youth  
          Ministries Coordinator                 emily@ridgleapres.org 
     
          

 
Church Office #817.732.3388  
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Your Session Invites you to  
Follow these simple steps: 

1. Find your passion  
2. Find your  Team/COMMITTEE 
3. Identify your meeting night 

4. Get Involved! 

2nd Sunday of the Month  
February 8, 2026       11:45 a.m. 

Board of Deacons: Focus on Members 
      Lynne Payne, Moderator 

2nd  Tuesday of the Month  
February 10, 2026  6:15 p.m. 

Christian Education:   Focus on Learning and Growing 
Mary Beth Wagner, Chair 

 1st Tuesday of the Month 
February 3, 2026  7:00 p.m.  &  Zoom 

Fellowship Team:   
Focus on Social Gatherings 

Beth Duncan,  Chair                                     

2nd  Wednesday of the Month 
February 11, 2026 5:30 p.m. 

Commitment Team:  Focus on Guests 
Marsha West, Chair 

1st Wednesday of the Month  
February 4, 2026  5:30 p.m. 

Worship Team:   
Focus on Sunday & Special Services 

Shiryl Gillaspie Thompson,  Chair  

2nd Wednesday of the Month 
February 11, 2026  6:30 p.m. 

Building and Equipment 
Focus on Physical Structures 

    George Tischler, Chair 

1st Thursday of the Month 
February 5, 2026   6:00 p.m. 

Personnel:  Focus on Staff Support 
   Paul Morrison, Chair  

 2nd Thursday   
(week prior to  Session Meeting)   

6:00 p.m.  -   Zoom 
Finance & Budget:  Focus on Stewardship 

Reeve Van Nostrand, Chair 
2nd Tuesday of the Month 

February 10, 2026  6:00 p.m. 
Outreach Team: Focus on Mission 

 Marji Raunikar, Chair   

3rd Thursday of the Month 
 February 19, 2026  

7:00 p.m.—RPC Sanctuary & Zoom 
Session Meeting 

Pastor Roger Harwerth, Moderator 
 
Clerk of Session    
          Karen Landon 

AV Team      
  Contact:  Nancy Staples 

Nominations Committee     
  Contact:  Mary Beth Wagner 
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RIDGLEA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

5000   SOUTHWEST BOULEVARD 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS    76116 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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