
  

  

 RIDGLEA PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  

5000 Southwest Boulevard, Fort Worth, Texas  76116  ❖(817) 732-3388 

www. .org MARCH, 2026 

Due to technical difficulties, we will no longer 
live stream our 10:30 a.m. Sunday services  

on the Zoom platform,  
effective February 1, 2026.   

These services will still be available through the 
Ridglea Presbyterian Church Facebook page,  

and will be archived there.  
 

March  1, 2026   10:30 a.m.  Communion 
March  8, 2026   10:30 a.m. 
March 15, 2025  10:30 a.m.  Fellowship Luncheon 
March 22, 2026  10:30 a.m. 
March 29, 2026  10:30 a.m.   Palm Sunday 

MARCH NEWSLETTERS 
 ARE AVAILABLE  IN THE CHURCH OFFICE 

 

 
 

We will celebrate the  
Sacrament of Communion  

Sunday morning,  
March 1, 2026 

 SESSION MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 
 MARCH 19, 2026  at  7:00 P.M. 

Eclectic Café Zoom meeting ID: 
                     915 2396 5224 
                   Password is Eclectic  
    Thanks to Lynne Payne for last two weeks’  classes 
and the discussion of Chapter 2, Faith & Salvation Are 
Gifts, Not Transactions. 
    On March 1 Judy Humphrey will lead  a Bible Study 
from Matthew with a Lenten Emphasis. 
    On March 8 & 15 we’ll be back to our study of  

BEING PRESBYTERIAN IN A DYSVANGELICAL 

AMERICA, A Guide to  Reclaiming the  Good News of 

God’s  Grace  written  by  Ted  V.  Foote,  Jr.  and Alex 

Thornburg.   Marsha  West  will  lead  a  discussion of 

Chapter 3 “Discipleship is a Lifelong Conversion,  Not 

a Rulebook.”         

Look forward to seeing everyone! 
All are welcome! 

Mission/Vision statement 
Following our Savior’s example,  

Ridglea Presbyterian Church 
strives to perform acts of compassion 
and inclusivity in our daily lives while 
seeking to grow in spirit and hope. 

"THE GATHERING" 
The Gathering, our  

multigenerational Sunday school 
class, led by Paul Duncan, is  

conducting an ongoing 
 study of Psalms.  

All are welcome to attend!  
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The Aura 
 

    The first Sunday in the season of Lent traditionally focuses on the gospel 
passages of temptation, and this article is a reflection on the version found in 
Matthew 4:1-11, and particularly the second of those three episodes, wherein     
Jesus is bid to call upon the angels from heaven for protection. 
      After being ordained as an elder during my junior year of high school, the 
presbytery elected me as a commissioner to the Synod of Mid-America.  At 
those annual meetings in the mid-1970’s, dress shirts and neckties were  

predominant for men, and dresses for ladies, and blue jeans for all of us still in school. 
There were a couple of ministers, however, wearing what might best be described as 

psychedelic paisley shirts with tab collars – some sort of “Mod Squad meets God Squad” 
get up that had everyone under the age of twenty rolling their eyes. 

Such shirts go by many names – clergy collars, Roman collars, tab collars, even dog 
collars – but their purpose is identity through uniformity.  Since those first experiences as a 
commissioner to the Synod of Mid-America, through college, seminary, and six  
presbyteries, spanning the great plains to the west coast, through three General  
Assemblies and hundreds of presbytery and governing-body meetings, plus dozens of  
regional and national conferences, the number of people wearing clergy collars was  
infinitesimally small, particularly when the gatherings were “Presby-centric” (at or near 
100% Presbyterian clergy and laity).  Nearly every pastor, professor, and preacher in my  
acquaintance wore the same uniform: black robes and liturgically-seasonal stoles, over a 
dress shirt and necktie. 

Since ordination as Minister of Word and Sacrament in December of 1987, the 
thought of wearing a clerical collar was as realistic as the thought of diving with sharks.  
That is, until about a week ago, when listening to an interview with Rev. Zack Wilson, who 
is the Co-Executive Presbyter in Twin Cities Area, Minnesota.  Rev. Wilson has been in 
ministry for 25+ years who also has never owned or worn a clergy collar. 

Two and a half minutes into that six-minute interview, Rev. Zack Wilson says, “I  
ordered [the collar] the day Renee Good was killed” (Jan. 6, 2026).   (Articles of Interest podcast, 
season 8, episode 3) 

By the time I heard that interview, Alex Pretti had also been killed, and the  
government-sanctioned terror in Minnesota had pushed down every other story.  The day I 
heard that interview, I decided to order clerical shirts and collars, for the first time in  
thirty-eight-plus years of ministry.   

It will take some getting used to, whenever those shirts and collars arrive in a week or 
so. Until then, mental, emotional, and spiritual space is being wrestled with, almost as if 
there is a wilderness wandering being experienced. 

Space and time being contended with even now, trying to minimize the magnetism of 
the aura of automatic salvation.  One of the many, many reasons that a collar has been  
absent for three-plus decades is that magnetism: the collar can, will, and does signify the 
aura of automatic salvation, which is that God’s holy angels will protect the wearer from 
harm, as the Tempter pleads its case.  When the collar is worn, the purpose will be to  
provide strength in the face of uncertainty and hope in the midst of anguish.  
 
                                                               Peace, 
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Making contact... 
 

Ridglea Presbyterian Church is a member of the Presbyterian Church (USA). It is governed by the Session, an 
elected body composing of elders and pastors.  Our committees, led by elders, oversee our ministries. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact us. Email:  Clerk@RidgleaPres.org. 
Our deacons oversee our ministries of care and compassion.  Email:  Deacons@RidgleaPres.org 

RPC TRUSTEES 
   

Class of 2026      Class of 2027     Class of 2028 
Reeve Van Nostrand     Paul Morrison     Jim Godfrey 
   

RPC FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

   Class of 2025 Class of 2026  Class of 2027       Class of 2028  Designee 
    Ken Kibler  Gordon Ramsey Nancy Staples       Walter Dueease     Shiryl Thompson Gillaspie 

2025-2026 RPC DEACONS 
Lynne Payne  - Moderator 

Kit Van Nostrand—Home Member Care Coordinator 
Jean Godfrey – Funeral Reception Coordinator 

Glenna Cleworth 
Jane Johnson 
Diane Keller 

Jo VanOosterhout 

           RPC SESSION 
Class of 2026   Class of 2027   Class of 2028 
Beth Duncan   Paul Morrison   Mark Gottschalk 
Shiryl Gillaspie  Marji Raunikar  Ryan Keating 
George Tischler  Mary Beth Sisolak-Wagner Jody Maas 
Reeve Van Nostrand  Becky Williamson  Marsha West 
 

Clerk of Session: Karen Landon 
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YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 



5 

  

 

163 bears were blessed and 
contributed to Cook Children’s 
Hospital during the Service of 
Worship on February 22, 2026. 
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RPC Session 

          Staff      

    Roger Harwerth, Pastor                roger@ridgleapres.org      
    Patricia Taber, Office Manager           patricia@ridgleapres.org 
    John Sauvey, Director of Music Ministries                 john@ridgleapres.org  
    Dr. Maritza Caceres, Organist                                 mcacereshb@gmail.com 
    Caroline Maas, Pianist                         carolineamaas@gmail.com 
    Emily Everts, Children and Youth  
          Ministries Coordinator                 emily@ridgleapres.org 
     
        Church Office #817.732.3388  

 

March 8, 2026 
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The Jam Sessions are 
held on the  2nd and 
4th Monday in the 
Sanctuary from  6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Lots of  
bluegrass, folk,  
Americana and country 
music is shared with 
acoustic  unamplified) 
Instruments. Musicians 
of  all skills are  
encouraged!  

 
 
 

Wednesday mornings  
 8:30 a.m. 

Central Market– Upstairs 

 
The men’s prayer breakfast has been a 
vital part of Ridglea’s mission and  
ministry for decades.  We enjoy a hearty 
breakfast and pray for people and events 
around the world.   

This QR code (for phone apps) will direct 
people to our Realm portal for online  
giving; a Realm account will need to be 
created, though it is very simple to do.  

 

We  need  ushers,   communion  servers,   
and   liturgists  for Sundays  during the 
2026year of worship.   Please volunteer to  
help with  the Sunday morning   
worship service.   Also, if you signed up for 
a particular Sunday  and something comes 

up,  please contact Shiryl Thompson Gillaspie at 817-
266-4171 in order to fill those positions.   
Sign up  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0d49a4ae2ea3f85-ushers1  

Many of us know the blessings of  
having fellow church members pray 
for us and others.  Prayer Request 
items are distributed to a list  
maintained by PWR.  Anyone who 

would like to be added to this distribution list 
should call the Church office.  Anyone who 
has a prayer request can send the information 
to Ruth Ann Rinewalt at   r.rinewalt@att.net. 

https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
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The 2026 Flower  
Calendar is posted in the 

Narthex if you wish to  

celebrate, honor or  

remember a special  

person, date or occasion, 

Please sign up as the 

spaces fill up pretty  

quickly. 

 
 
 

 
PARKING - We are  
using the grass field  
behind the basketball 
goal for overflow  
parking when our main 
lot fills to capacity. Feel 
free to park there, but if 
you see the front row 
becoming near full, 
please leave the end 
spots open so others 
may pull in and start a 
second row in the 
grass. Thanks! 
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Your Session Invites you to  
Follow these simple steps: 

1. Find your passion  
2. Find your  Team/COMMITTEE 
3. Identify your meeting night 

4. Get Involved! 

2nd Sunday of the Month  
March 8, 2026       11:45 a.m. 

Board of Deacons: Focus on Members 
      Lynne Payne, Moderator 

2nd  Tuesday of the Month  
March 10, 2026  6:15 p.m. 

Christian Education:   Focus on Learning and Growing 
Mary Beth Wagner, Chair 

 1st Tuesday of the Month 
March 3, 2026  7:00 p.m.  &  Zoom 

Fellowship Team:   
Focus on Social Gatherings 

Beth Duncan,  Chair                                     

2nd  Wednesday of the Month 
March 11, 2026 5:30 p.m. 

Commitment Team:  Focus on Guests 
Marsha West, Chair 

1st Wednesday of the Month  
March 4, 2026  5:30 p.m. 

Worship Team:   
Focus on Sunday & Special Services 

Shiryl Gillaspie Thompson,  Chair  

2nd Wednesday of the Month 
March 11, 2026  6:30 p.m. 
Building and Equipment 

Focus on Physical Structures 
    George Tischler, Chair 

1st Thursday of the Month 
March 5, 2026   6:00 p.m. 

Personnel:  Focus on Staff Support 
   Paul Morrison, Chair  

 2nd Thursday   
(week prior to  Session Meeting)   

6:00 p.m.  -   Zoom 
Finance & Budget:  Focus on Stewardship 

Reeve Van Nostrand, Chair 
2nd Tuesday of the Month 
March 10, 2026  6:00 p.m. 

Outreach Team: Focus on Mission 
 Marji Raunikar, Chair   

3rd Thursday of the Month 
 March 19, 2026  

7:00 p.m.—RPC Sanctuary & Zoom 
Session Meeting 

Pastor Roger Harwerth, Moderator 
 
Clerk of Session    
          Karen Landon 

AV Team      
  Contact:  Nancy Staples 

Nominations Committee     
  Contact:  Mary Beth Wagner 
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RIDGLEA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

5000   SOUTHWEST BOULEVARD 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS    76116 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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